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Howard, Republicans, Reynolds, Douglas Democrat, Cochrane and
Branch, administration Democrats. To begin with, they produced two
measures, the Reynolds and Cochrane bills; and Reynolds and Cochrane
joined the Republicans in reporting them to the House, although Coch-
rane made an oral dissent on the Reynolds proposition. Branch filed
written dissents to both.
The Reynolds bill gave the President express authority to call out
militia to defend or to recover federal property. Cochrane's measure
was to provide, so it said, for the collection of the revenues in regions
which might be in rebellion; the President might close ports in seceding
states by proclamation and use the navy to establish a blockade. For-
eign ships approaching these ports to enter goods, upon which obviously
they would pay no duty, could then be seized and condemned. Rey-
nolds's bill was very shordy withdrawn, and Cochrane's was not called
up soon. In truth most Republicans were disinclined to strengthen the
executive until they were in full control, and the friends of conciliation
wanted no force bills to antagonize efforts in the Conference Conven-
tion.*
The committee of five next turned to a subject of almost hysterical
interest. Washington seethed with rumor and dread. There was talk
of conspiracy, of secret drilling of organizations sworn to overthrow
the government, to make impossible Lincoln's inauguration. Many
believed that there would be an attempt on February 13 to prevent the
counting of the electoral votes. Governor Morgan of New York wrote
General Scott enquiring if he wanted New York militia units des-
patched. In view of all this talk, the House on January 26 turned over
the matter to the committee of five for investigation. They held hear-
ings, and on February 14 brought in a reassuring report. In the testi-
mony, however, was evidence that the Breckinridge and Lane Club
and another company were drilling. The former now was known as
the National Volunteers, and prominent in it was L. Q. Washington of
the Knights of the Golden Circle. Senator Wigfall's name was also
connected with it. Godard Bailey, just released on bail in the Indian
bond fraud case, testified that these companies were drilling because
they feared that the Republican Wide-Awake clubs in the free states
were arming to mobilize at Washington and then invade the South.5